FORMAT TAG TEAM (relay race)

It's the only case the surf becomes a team sport.It competes with teams of three surfers (+ optional reserve),also mixed male-female.

This format makes the competition amazing, since, besides time and strategy factors, the athletes compete in the same time, with a choral and very exciting public involvement and the support for  the athletes in water by their partners.

RULES:

- There are 4 teams in directed elimination heats at a time . 
- Every team is composed from normal surfers, one of them called "power surfer" (usually the  strongest)

-The order in water entrance is pre-decided by "team menager" and delivered to the judges that must know when the "power surfer" is busy in water.

- The departure is from the beach: the teams are in special delimited areas (one for each of four) and when the siren rings, the first athlete runs towards the water.

-It will be able to surf  three or four waves, but it will be counted only two of them and  the athlete  decides and indicates to the jury which waves they must counted,in the following way: 
just finished of surfing a wave if he/she want it calculated,before to return toward the outside (n.b.), he/she must throw up his/her arms to signal to the jury, so to keep the wave in mind. Being the  number of them limited, once they eliminate the possible waves, the choice becomes forced.

-When the surfer has done, he/she must go out at the team assigned place , running as quickly as possible, and "to change" with a team partner by means of a touch, as the relay race

-To the "power surfer" all waves will be counted without rejects.

- The interferences involve a lowering of 5 points by the final score; the surfer commits interference twice, in his/her round,must immediately go out

-All total score determine the winner of the heat.

